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ON TEST

NEWA Wave circulating pumps and controller
Nathan Hill plays with a circulation pump from an Italian 
manufacturer that could be worth watching in the near future.

Verdict
No fuss package with a few frills 
and a few more thrills that’ll deliver 
punchy flow in a reef set up for 
not-too-shabby a price. NEWA really is 
one to watch this coming year, I think.
O Ease of use: 3/5
O Features: 4/5
O Value for money: 4/5
O Overall score: 4/5
O Price: £129.99 for the package.
O More info: fintailproducts.co.uk

NEWA is a company that’s 
winning me over fast. Older 
aquarists may remember the 
genius that was the likes of the 

Visitherm heater, over two decades back. 
These were the folks behind that device, 
and they’ve not been resting on their Italian 
laurels since then. 

Among many products it now has  
gracing its UK catalogues are the Wave  
high flow circulating pumps, and a pump 
timer controller. 

Another one? Yeah, there are lots out 
there, from budget lines with brittle shafts, 
up to high-end devices like the Maxspect 
Gyre. So why should we be interested  
in another? 

For one, these pumps are outstanding. I’m 
playing with two NWA 3.9 models, that 
churn out 3900lph for just 5.2W of 
consumption each, which is fair flow for 
that little energy. 

They come apart easily enough, and have 
minimal working parts, so with a twist and 
squeeze you can get the front shielding o! 
and access the impeller. 

The mounts to hold them to the glass are 
inspired. There’s a large suction cup which 
works in a similar way to the suckers used 
in glass carrying (or for those not in that 
industry, the suckers used to hold sat-navs 
to a windscreen — the di!erence being that 
these actually work!). 

Even better, there’s a second rubberised 
holder clamping the base to a second base, 
allowing for a dampening e!ect to  
happen between the two. That means 
minimal vibration, so no noise while  
it’s running.

The pump connects to the base by means of 
a threaded balljoint, at which point it rotates 
easily in all directions. With a little 
manipulation you can get it flowing pretty 
much anywhere. 

Alas, it’s all or nothing with flow control,  
so you can’t easily scale back the power 
levels. However...

The control unit that sits outside the tank 
allows you to run pumps asynchronously or 
synchronously, and at intervals from five 
seconds up to three hours at a time. 
Programming involves pressing a  
button and using the dials to adjust to  
your requirements. It’s basic, but it’s also 
simple, and sometimes simple works just 
fine for me. There’s also a feeding button that 
gives you a ten-minute break in flow which 
you get everything in the tank fattened up 
without bluster. 

The controller doesn’t have to work with 
these pumps in particular, and it comes with 
two three-pin sockets to plug pumps of your 
own choice in to — it’ll take up to 100W  
per channel. The only other criterion is  
that it won’t power electronically  
controlled pumps. 

4/5

The sale package from NEWA 
includes two 3.9 model pumps and 
the controller unit.

The pump connects 
to the base by a 

threaded balljoint, 
so flow can be 

directed pretty 
much anywhere.
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